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annihilation in Mahashweta Devi’s Mother of 1084 and Arundhati Roy’s The
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Chapter four The Absurd in Canadian Fiction: Wounded Goddesses in

Margaret Laurence’s A Jest of God and Margaret Atwood’s The Edible

Woman

Chapter five The Absurd in American and African-American Fiction: From
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Mother
of

1084

Passive and impassive subject

Subversion of the reigning ideology

Pain witheld

Protest manifesting only as silence

Kafkaesque universe

Caricaturish characters

Defunct and putrid instituions

Communication breakdown

Parallel narratives

Mythical self-destruction

Chaos underneath order

Linguistic Absolutism



The God 
of

Small 

Things

Overlapping consciousness

Fragmented beings Identity crisis

Objectifying and animalizing people

Death and degeneration

Ritualistic actions

Juxtaposing multiple worlds

Self-effacement and petrification

Linguistic deviations

Structural distractions

Intermittent narrative

A trivialisation of life through metaphors

Authorial anxiety

Linguistic inadequacy and manipulation

Desertion by language

Meaning indefinitely deferred



Analysis of two works by two Canadian 

women authors
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A Jest of God

Anxiety of being alone

Phantom presence of the Absurd

Conflicted selves creating sustained tension

Desire to be nondescript

Carefully constructed reality through language

Erratic emoting of events

Neurosis  - manifestation of the absurd

Claustrophobic narrative

Objectification by the self and by others

Unworded fears and apprehensions

Ruptures in the narrative

Emergence of an alternate language

Linguistic misrepresentation and ambiguity



The 

Edible 

Woman

Body as the site of the absurd

Menace in the animate and inanimate world.

The dread of the normative

The terror of not really knowing the other

Bodies as consumables

Dehumanising humans, humanizing food

The Body as an Alternate Language of Expression

actual reality, perceived reality and created reality

Shadow projections

Incomprehensible fantasies and imaginings 

orchestrated circumvention of language

Linguistic alienation

Substitution Activities and unexplained actions

Imagery of entrapment, incarceration
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The 

Bell 
Jar

Life-and-death Struggle

Non-normative Behavior

Existential Apprehension and Ontological Nervousness

The Absurd manifesting as Madness

Aestheticising Death

A Collapsing of Institutions

Hueless Narration

Time incapacitated

Alternate Linguistic Space

Alternate Rationale

Language as an Impasse

Minimalistic Tone

Communication as Tokenism



PARADISE

Haunted broken characters

Menace in the familiar

Dehumanising of people

Exisitng in the face of death and destruction

Post-structural Realism

Carefully crafted reality

Deliberate unpredictability in narration

Juxtaposition of the natural and supernatural

Language as a Cover-up

Laguage as a corrupt medium

Reappropriation of signifiers

Linguistic Paradox

Alternate language of articulation 

Open-ended narrative



Inevitability of the Absurd

Inscribing the Absurd

Absurd intersecting women’s writing



Gendering of the Absurd

Ethics of the Self in a Post modern world

Absurd and Post Modern Literary Theories




